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NM SCARES Meeting Minutes:
September 16, 2024 1900hrs
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In Attendance:
Bill Mater – K8TE – ARRL Section Manager
Gary Surad – K5BIQ – SCARES – President
Tom Simmons – W5THS – SCARES – V. President
Ron Reder – NM5AA – SCARES – Treasurer (Via Zoom)
Brian Britt – KG5WED – SCARES – Secretary
Chris – NM5F – SCARES – Repeater Docent
Ben Glick – KD5DCN – SCARES 
Mike Chirin – NM5MC – SCARES
Mike Smith – NM5NBP – SCARES
Mike Offutt – AB6EW – New SCARES Member
Theo Shaffers – WRTU415 – Guest – RR CERT

The President, Gary, K5BIQ, opened the meeting with introductions of the members for our two guests, Mike, AB6EW, and Theo, WRTU415 (GMRS), and had them tell a little about themselves. 

Gary then moved on to asking for any further volunteers for the Special Event Station that SCARES will be operating at the Duke City Hamfest. The SE Station will operate under the call N5D, on both VHF (on the Caravan Club repeater), and HF, using both the current equipment installed in the Communications Trailer, and the new Portable HF station with an HF antenna lent to us by Bill Mader, K8TE. The station will operate at least on Saturday, but possibly Friday and Sunday as well. Bill also gave a breakdown of the Hamfest events and the best way to access parking at the venue.

The Vice-President, Tom, W5THS, mentioned that one planned agenda item for the night, a discussion about the upcoming SET exercise, had been moved to the October meeting so that Jim, KC5RUO could give some recently added information. Tom then explained more modifications to the SCARES Communications Trailer, including the new mounting location for the spare tire, and his planned storage location for the new HF equipment.

We then moved onto the next agenda item, where Chris, NM5F, brought the group up to date on the current status of the planned link system for the Pajarito Repeater. Focus items were:
· Chris has most of the equipment now for the link system
· Chris will need assistance for installation of the equipment, due to his physical limitations from his recent knee surgery (Brian, KG5WED has volunteered for this, however other help may be needed in addition)
· There is some uncertainty whether or not Chris will have the necessary software and settings information needed to properly set up the system. He is waiting for an email reply from Brian at Rocky Mountain Ham, concerning this, and may also need assistance here.
· One item of equipment still to be obtained is the dish antennas, due to extremely high shipping costs, Chris had not placed an order yet. It was decided to just pick the best deal he could find, and bite the bullet on the costs. It was brought up that there is an independent shipper, Pirate Shipping, who may be able to move the antennas at a reduced cost for us, and Chris will look into that option.

Gary, K5BIQ, brought up the equipment donated by Tom, K5TBA again, asking if anyone was interested in purchasing any of it. Members mentioned that they were still waiting for a list of the items, which was discussed at the last meeting but never passed to the webmaster for publication. Tom, W5THS then presented the list to the webmaster, who will post the list on our website.

With the agenda items completed, the meeting was opened up for other items. Brian, KG5WED, mentioned a recent news article concerning a commercial company that is trying to talk the FCC into selling them the 900Mhz Amateur Radio Band for use in creating a commercial business linking network. Equipment for this already exists for markets on other frequencies, so there is speculation that they want control of the spectrum for future sales, more than actual use themselves. This then lead into a general discussion of 900Mhz (rare) use in the Albuquerque metro area, as well as 220Mhz being rarely used, compared to some other areas where these bands see much more activity.

Mike, NM5MC, brought up that the HDARC club now has test equipment to lend to members, including an antenna analyzer and a dummy load. It was also mentioned that SCARES also has some test equipment that members are free to use. It was also brought up during this discussion for Theo’s benefit that HDARC regularly trains  and tests prospective Hams, as he was considering moving up from his GMRS license to a Ham license. 

Bill, K8TE, mentioned a new Ham named Abe, only 12 years old, put on an impressive show at the last Field Day, scoring a huge number of contacts, and being of great help with dismanting equipment afterward. Bill also gave us a n update on the recent hacking of the ARRL database and servers, with status on some of the programs that were crippled by this cyber attack.



As the meeting was adjourning, Mike, AB6EW, submitted his application for SCARES membership to the Secretary, and board members Gary, K5BIQ, and Ben, KD5DCN, approved him on the spot. Mike has extensive experience in EMCOMM and is a SHARES member, as well as working with Public Service  in Santa Fe. The secretary will upload copies of his documents to the website files, and send his check to the treasurer, Ron, NM5AA.

The meeting adjourned at 2005 hrs.
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